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1.
Scope and normative references
Admission test program is based on:
- Federal state educational standard of higher education in the direction of training 47.04.01. - "Philosophy", the level of education: Master
- Educational standards of HSE in the direction of training 47.04.01. - "Philosophy", the level of education: Master
2. The structure of the entrance examination
Form of testing:
Oral examination
The structure of examination:

The exam consists of an oral answer to the two questions formulated in the examination card
The assessment (grades):

Each question is scored on a scale 1-10. The final grade is on a 5-point scale converted by the following principle:
"Excellent" - 8-10 points (on a 10 point scale);

"Good" - 6-7 points (on a 10 point scale);

"Satisfactory" - 4-5 points (on a 10 point scale);
"Unsatisfactory" - 0-3 (on a 10 point scale).
Evaluation criteria
	
	Grade

	Comprehensive answer without remarks showing a deep knowledge of the subject
	10-8

	Comprehensive answer with minor remarks
	6-7

	Incomplete answer with significant remarks
	4-5

	The answer to the question is not given
	0-3


Failure to complete one of the tasks (or refusal to complete it) is normally a reason to receive an unsatisfactory grade for the whole exam.
3. Contents
I. The nature of philosophy and its subject matter
The emergence of philosophy as a problem in the history of philosophy and in the cultural history. Social status and value of philosophy in their historical development. Socio-historical conditionality of the perspectives on the nature of philosophy and on its cultural value.


The subject matter of philosophy. Historical perspectives on the content, purpose and functions of philosophy.

The problem of the foundations of philosophical knowledge. The principles of the philosophical synthesis of ideas and beliefs produced in the various spheres of practical, intellectual and spiritual activities
The philosophical worldview and its relations with the general-scientific worldview and the worldviews of the specific sciences.
Philosophy as the “knowledge about being” and the “knowledge about knowledge”. The unity of ontology and epistemology. Ontological and epistemological aspects of philosophical anthropology.
Philosophy in the cultural contexts. Philosophy in its relation to science, politics, economy and ideology. Philosophy and power. Philosophy and religion. Philosophy and Art.

The image of the philosophy and the strategies of doing philosophy in contemporary culture.

The structure of the philosophical problem field. Interrelations of the elements of this structure: the problem of being, the problem of consciousness and their interdependence; problems of human being, the socio-historical and cultural existence of man.
Philosophy as the self-consciousness of the culture. Philosophy as an identification and construction of ultimate cultural grounds.

II. Objectives and function of philosophy
Philosophy as a basic theory of being that allows to put forward the basic hypothesis on the existence of being (ontological function). Philosophy as the most general outline of explanation and interpretation of the world (explanative function). Philosophy as an identification of ultimate grounds, conditions of the possibility of all kinds of theoretical and practical experience (analytical function). Philosophy as a reflection on the cultural and historical conditions of human existence, as a process of rationalization of these conditions, and of revealing their ultimate meaning (reflective function). Philosophy as a system of beliefs that unite human community, establish a common system of values, ideals, life orientations, prospects of social development (cultural and integrative function). Philosophy as a universal stance of rational criticism towards the reality, as a program of changing reality according to human aims (critical feature).
Philosophy as the system of value orientations in culture (axiological function). Philosophy as the establishment of certain conditions under which human existence is directed to its essence (humanistic function).

The problem of method in philosophy: philosophy as reflection. The special kind of exactness and rigor of philosophical reasoning. Philosophy as an identification of the general conditions of methodological successfulness of practical and theoretical activities. Philosophical theories of method (rationalism, empiricism, phenomenology, hermeneutics, dialectics). Methodological functions of philosophy: heuristic, coordinative and logico-epistemological.  Diversity of methodological principles in philosophy (certainty, clearness and distinctness; historicism, the coincidence of historical and logical aspects, the ascent from the abstract to the concrete; etc.). Rational means of knowledge in philosophy (inductive generalization, deductive reasoning, thought experiment, hypothesis method, etc.).
III. Philosophy as an object of rational reflection
Specifics of philosophical thinking. Philosophising as intellectual and spiritual activity. Cultural position of philosopher. The problem of cultural identity of philosophical thought. Philosophical debate as a form of existence and development of philosophy.

Philosophy as a product of understanding and interpretation. Specifics of philosophical theories and concepts. Philosophical analysis of the conditions of possibility, the meaning and form of human freedom. Understanding and comprehension. Monological, dialogical and poliological forms of philosophizing.

The place of philosophy in the processes of inter-cultural communications. Philosophical reflection on the process of cultural development. The contradiction between cultural engagement of philosophy and its reflective function.


The problem of the truth-value of philosophical knowledge. The historical and socio-cultural conditioning of the attempts to draw a line between philosophy and science and the reasons for the failure of these attempts.

IV. Structure and distinctive characteristics of the problem field of philosophy
What is a "philosophical problem"? "The eternal nature" of philosophical problems and their reproductive emergence at different levels of development of culture and civilization. Philosophical universe: ontological, epistemological, praxeological, ethical and aesthetical sides of the philosophical understanding of the world and the place of human being in this world.

The difference between philosophical and scientific problematization of reality. The dependence of the philosophical problems upon the nature of philosophical worldview. Is it possible to define a unified field of philosophical problems? The philosophical problem as an encounter between different categorical and value positions. The impact of science, religion, politics and art on the formation of philosophical problems and the nature of philosophical discussions.

The main directions of philosophical thought and their problem fields. Theoretical conflicts in philosophy. Is it possible to synthesize different philosophical schools? The problem of continuity and innovation in the elaboration of philosophical problems. What is a "philosophical tradition"?

Philosophy as a history of philosophy. The criteria of novelty and growth of philosophical knowledge. Philosophical paradigms. Conditions of their interaction, competition and replacement in the socio-cultural context. Forms and types of philosophical argumentation. Rationality of philosophizing as a cultural value.

The unity of the rational-theoretical and personal-existential motives in philosophy. Special features of philosophical discourse. Philosophy as a personal self-expression of the philosopher. The language of philosophy. The problem of a common terminological space in philosophy. The philosophical text as an object of philosophical, scientific, and cultural analysis.

V. Methodology of philosophy

The problem of method in its historical development. Principles of philosophical methodology in ancient philosophy. Logic as ontology and theory of knowledge. Antique "Organon" as the unity of philosophical and scientific methodology. Antique dialectic. The difference between methodological strategies in ancient philosophy as an expression of different conceptions of cosmos and human being.
Medieval scholasticism. Elaboration of the main methodological orientations during the debates about theological doctrines (realism and nominalism, the problem of universals). Formation of the prerequisites of the scientific method and their relationship with socio-economic, political and cultural conditions of the European Renaissance. The emergence of the scientific method (from Leonardo and Nicholas of Cusa to F. Bacon and Galileo).

The development of scientific methodology by the fathers of modern science in XVII-XVIII centuries (Newton, Descartes, Leibniz). The problem of the foundations of scientific knowledge: empiricism and rationalism. Mathematization of science as the main line of the methodological development of science.

The philosophical study of the methods of science in its relation to the development of specifically philosophic methodology. " Discourse on the Method" by Descartes.

The emergence of "philosophy of science" as a separate philosophical discipline. The philosophical study of scientific methods: deduction and induction, the experimental method, the method of mathematical modeling, classification and typology, analogy and probabilistic inferences. The ideal of "universal mathematics". The rationalist idea of ​​the identity of causal and logical relationships.
The conflict between metaphysical claims of philosophy and the growing independence of science. Change of views on the methodological function of philosophy. Kant: philosophy as a critique of "pure reason." Formation of transcendental methodology. Transcendentalism and the idea of ​​the identity of being and thinking. G.Fichte: philosophical methodology as a guide for science ("science of knowledge"). F. Schelling: philosophy of nature defines the principles of worldview; empirical science with its methods subordinates to the philosophy of nature. "Panlogism" of Hegel. The materialistic interpretation of dialectics by K. Marx.
Achievements and failures of the dialectical transcendentalism. The complexity of the relationship between philosophy and science in the XIX century. The fruitfulness of the laws and principles of dialectics (principle of the integrity of Universe, systemic principle, the principle of universal and law-governed development, the law of the unity and conflict of opposites, the law of the negation of the negation, the law of transition from quantitative to qualitative changes, the principle of historicism). The laws and principles of dialectics as a method of philosophical reflection on the results of scientific research and on the trends in science (physics, biology, chemistry, cosmology, etc.). Neo-Kantianism and "phenomenology" of E. Husserl in search of "the logical foundations of science." "Phenomenological reduction" as a way to find the fundamental conditions of possibility of knowledge in the structure of Ego.
The criticism of rationalist philosophical methodology (A. Schopenhauer, S. Kierkegaard, F. Nietzsche). Positivist conception "science is itself philosophy"; the aspiration to resolve the methodological problems of science without the intervention of philosophy. The contradictory nature of this idea, the impracticability of positivism program.

Penetration of scientific methods in philosophy. Methodological ideas of modern physics and cosmology, the methods of mathematical logic, logical semantics, theoretical linguistics, general systems theory, cybernetics, synergetics. "Analytic philosophy" and the shift of the focus of methodological studies to the domain of language. The reemergence of all of the basic philosophical conflicts in the domain of language; "therapeutic" function of philosophy in these conflicts.

"Neorationalism": reform of the philosophical and scientific methodology through the integration of basic scientific methods and a change in the basic strategy of scientific research towards the conceptual construction of reality, use of productive imagination, creative intuition and metaphysical "insights".

The conception of the mutual relation between "analytical" and "hermeneutic" methods that connect the processes of sense-knowing and sense-creation (H. Gadamer). "Critical Rationalism" (K. Popper) as a philosophical theory of the scientific method and as a methodology of social philosophy. The idea of "rational reconstruction" of the history of science and related problems.
VI. Ontology
Ontology in the structure of philosophical knowledge. Historical stages of the development of ontology.

Ancient metaphysics of the cosmos. Aristotle: metaphysics as the study of being qua being ("first philosophy"). Platonic metaphysics of "forms" as the first causes, ideal images and schemes of things.

Medieval metaphysics: a philosophical interpretation of theology. The primacy of faith over reason. Rational design of the world as a way to achieve the knowledge of God that is subordinate to the revelation. Metaphysics of Thomas Aquinas.

The metaphysics of the Renaissance. Neoplatonism as an interpretation of the intrinsic value of human existence; man as a microcosm containing macrocosm. Metaphysical anthropocentrism. The socio-cultural context of anthropocentric humanism. The problem of free will. The dispute between humanists (Erasmus) and Reformers (Luther) on the problem of free will as an expression of the main metaphysical contradictions of the era. Metaphysics as a heuristic source of fundamental scientific ideas (N. Copernicus, D. Bruno, I. Kepler).

Metaphysics in modern period. The mechanistic paradigm. Attempts to give a metaphysical interpretation of the foundations of the scientific picture of the world (Descartes, Leibniz). Spinoza: metaphysical ontology with dialectical content. Kant and the destruction of the dogmatical metaphysics. Metaphysics as a "critique of pure reason". The metaphysics of Schelling. Hegel and the revival of metaphysics following the ways of the dialectical method. Marx and Engels: metaphysics as a historically limited, but absolutized "scheme of the world" pretending to be a complete and fundamental picture of the world staying apart from the results of science and socio-cultural context. Epistemological and social origins of metaphysics.

Disputes about metaphysics in the philosophy of 19th and 20th centuries. The anti-metaphysical project of positivism. "The revival of metaphysics" (Hartmann, Heidegger), criticism of scientism. Types of existential metaphysics: the fundamental ontology of M. Heidegger. World of the transcendent being (Jaspers). Postmodernism and metaphysical pluralism.

Basic ontological concepts. The Ideal objects and the material objects; ontological status of the ideal objects. Relations between being and reality in various philosophical theories. Being, existence, becoming and disappearance. Being and Nothingness as the ultimate ontological abstractions (Hegel). Being and existence. Being, staying, becoming.

Levels and types of being. Being and the world. Being of things and processes. Being of a human being. Being and spirit. The spiritual being. Being and other-being, life and death. Baing and matter. Being of ideas and spiritual values. Being, time, life, consciousness. The objective and subjective reality, their structure. Computer and virtual reality.

The problem of substance. The substance, substrate, attributes and modes. Materialistic substantialism. Idealistic substantialism. Pantheism. Personalism. 
Systemic nature of being. Unity and diversity of forms of being. The systemic approach in the ontology. The laws of the organization and development of systems. Ontological hypothesis and contemporary science. The part-whole problem in modern physics. The anthropic principle. The laws of conservation as the foundation of scientific ontology. Symmetry, harmony, linearity and nonlinearity, organization and self-organization, "order from chaos" as the ontological categories of modern science and philosophy. Synergistic ideas in contemporary onto-epistemology.
Development as a feature of the natural world, human, society and culture. The theories of irreversible, directed and regular changes of complex natural and social systems. Philosophy and scientific cosmology, biological and geological theories of evolution. The transfer of ideas in the sphere of humanities and social sciences. The social and cultural history as the process of development.

The philosophical study of the process of development. The dialectics from Spinoza and Leibniz to Hegel and Marx. The philosophical theory of the general laws of development. Universal mechanism of development: emergence, conflict of opposites, resolution of contradictions as the basis for the transition to a new state of the developing system. Evolution and Revolution as the main forms of development processes.

The development as a local (internal) process and the development as an interrelated natural change of one system influenced by the others. The universal correlation as an explanatory principle of development. The problem of the historical development of human society. 
Special features of the development of the process of knowledge acquisition, systems of knowledge, ideal and value forms. The development of science as a paradigm of rational development. Charles Pierce: Science as a "self-correcting" process; criteria of development in science. Cumulative and noncumulative models of science. Is there any progress in science? Realistic, instrumentalist and pragmatist criteria of progress in science.

The processes of development in culture. The structural-functional approach to developing cultural systems. Dynamics of culture. Communication problems between cultures with different levels and types of development. "Axial Age" of culture. The cultural cataclysms and revolutions. Culture and civilization: the dialectic of interdependence. Philosophical theories of cultural and historical development: the theory of socio-economic formations (Marx), cultural cycles (Toynbee), "ideal types" (Weber), etc. Is the concept of “development” applicable to the arts?

Determinism and indeterminism as an ontological antinomy. Determinism and its relation to the general conceptions of the development of natural and social systems. The universal nature of causal relations. Special kinds of the causal relations in a variety of natural areas, their dependence on the adopted conceptual schemes. Deterministic and probabilistic causation. Logical methods of analysis of cause-effect relation. Scientific indeterminism as a methodological conclusion of "copenhagen" interpretation (N. Bohr) of quantum physics. Determinism and cultural activities.

Space and time as the ontological categories. The development of physical and philosophical accounts of space and time. Substantial and relational accounts of space and time. Philosophy and relativistic physics. The direction of time: the philosophical and scientific aspects of the problem. Cosmological models in modern science and their philosophical meaning. Philosophical analysis of scientific hypotheses about the origin and evolution of the universe. 

Philosophical and scientific models of development. The dialectics as logic and ontology. The development and movement. Linear and non-linear form of evolution. The processes of self-organization in open (non-linear) systems. Synergy and its basic concepts. Global evolutionism.

Man as a natural and social being. Freedom and necessity in man’s being. Freedom and responsibility. Biosphere, technosphere and the noosphere. Ontology of culture.

VII. Epistemology
Ancient and medieval theory of knowledge. Dilemma in epistemology of modern period: the subject as a natural system, experiencing the effects of objects and generating knowledge on the basis of these experiences; subject as an autonomous substance whose structure determines the nature and content of knowledge about the object. Descartes as a father of the "philosophy of subject”. The transcendental subject as an active (constructing) participant of the cognitive relation. Kant’s critical transcendentalism. The dialectic of subject and object in the 19th century German idealism. The materialist dialectics of Marx. Criticism of Transcendentalism. The gap between the transcendental subject (a pure structure of mind that grants universality and necessity of knowledge) and the empirical subject that does not possess these characteristics. Irrational and voluntarist interpretations of the subject (A. Schopenhauer, S. Kierkegaard, F. Nietzsche). 

Epistemological turn towards an empirical subject and his "life-world", the socio-cultural background of this turn. Existentialist and personalist interpretations of subjectivity. Positivist models of the subject; hypertrophy of subjectivity. The replacement of objectivity by intersubjectivity (the common meanings of the elements of knowledge for every subject). Sociocentric models of the subject of cognition. The theory of determination of the cognitive agency by collective attitudes and ruling dogmas.

The sociology of knowledge and sociology of science. The psychology of scientific discovery (E. Durkheim, M. Scheler, T. Kuhn). The concept of "collective subject" (L. Fleck). Postmodernism and 'death of the subject. " The subject as a result of the functioning of social and cultural structures "cultural fiction." "Decentralization" of the structure of the cognitive relation (J. Derrida). Pragmatic model of subjectivity (R. Rorty).

The agential account of subject. Subject as a bearer of practical agency and cognition (individual or group), subject as a source of activity towards object. 

The concept of ontological relativity (W. Quine). Logical and methodological problems of the transition from one language (conceptual) system to another (indeterminacy of translation, the thesis of "incommensurability"). The conceptual distinction between subject and object of knowledge. Ontological and epistemological status of the ideal, theoretical and abstract objects. The objectivity of knowledge as a cultural value.

Basic epistemological programs and strategies in their historical development. Realism and the natural attitude. Platonism, transcendentalism, empiricism, naturalism. Phenomenalism, conventionalism, solipsism. Skepticism, criticism and agnosticism. Rationalism and sensualism.

What is "knowledge"? Personal and anonymous knowledge. Sources of human knowledge. The theories of innate ideas. The problem a priori and a posteriori. The antithesis of rationalism and sensualism. The dilemma of "sensual and rational". Types of sense perception. The problem of "primary" and "secondary" qualities. The problem of obtaining and justifying new knowledge. Discourse and reflection.

Intuitive knowledge. Types of intuition (sensual, emotional, rational, logical). The problem of inter-subjective verification and transferring of intuitive knowledge. The link between intuition and discourse in the process of learning, justification and transferring of knowledge.

The problem of rationality. "Logocentric" paradigm of European philosophy from antiquity to classical rationalism. The ideal of rationality as the coincidence of human reason and the absolute reason (Aristotle, Hegel).

Rationality and logic. The impossibility of the reduction of rationality to logic. Rationality (of actions, behavior, reasoning) as the expediency, efficiency, economy of means, harmony and coherence, explicability on the basis of causal relations, system, predictability. Selection of essential characteristics of rationality as the basis for the historical typology of rationality (antique rationality, medieval rationality, the scientific rationality of modern period, the non-classical and post-non-classical rationality of the twentieth century, and others.).

Understanding and reason (Kant, Hegel). Evaluation of the rationality of understanding according to the specified criteria (laws of logic and mathematics, norms and standards of the agency, causal explanations, principles of taxonomy, fundamental laws of science etc.). Rationality of reason as the ability to evaluate and select criteria, to discuss and criticize them, its relationship to intellectual intuition, creative imagination and designing. Rationality of reason as the basis of critical reflection on the rationality of understanding.
The concept of scientific rationality. Attempts to define the scope of scientific rationality by applying strict criteria ("criterial approach"). Conflict between this approach and the history of science. Pluralistic interpretation of scientific rationality (T. Kuhn, postmodernism). "Formal rationality" (M. Weber). "Rationality" as a special construct that performs methodological role. Models of rationality based on the concepts of coherency, empirical adequacy, simplicity, growth of empirical content. Rationality as "intersubjectivity" or a way to enable productive intellectual and practical communication. The variety of forms of "intersubjectivity". "Critical-reflexive" approach to the definition of rationality. The problem of rational modification of the criteria of rationality. The idea of ​​complementarity as a basic methodological principle of the theory of rationality.
The problem of truth. Truth as a category of philosophy and culture that characterizes the ideal of knowledge and a way to achieve it (justification). Truth as a feature of knowledge and as a cultural value. The relationship between the category of "truth" and the whole categorical structure of philosophical worldview. The link between the problem of truth and the problem of the knowability of the world. The classical theory of truth (Aristotle): truth as a correspondence between knowledge and its object. The problem of "correspondence" in "the correspondence" theory of truth: with what exactly in reality and how exactly knowledge corresponds? The problem of a criterion of truth: how to verify the correspondence of knowledge with the actual state of affairs? The problem of justification of a criterion of truth (the paradox of "regress of the foundations"). Semantic paradoxes associated with the classical theory of truth.
Hierarchy of the criteria of truth in the epistemology of modern period: the evidence of sense data, the logical correctness and rational intuition. The concept of truth as a complete and unchanging knowledge. Descartes: truth as certainty, clearness and distinctness of knowledge based on the "innate" ideas of reason. Leibniz on truths of fact and truths of logic. Kant: the dependence of the truth on the a priori forms of intuition and understanding, the criterion of truth as the consistency of thought with itself. Hegel: truth as the characteristic of the process of the development of knowledge. Dialectical materialism (Marx, Engels) on the objectivity and the concreteness of truth; truth as an "adequate" representation of reality in the developing knowledge. The dialectic of absolute and relative in the understanding of the truth.

The change of cultural value ​​and the meaning of the concept of truth because of the general crisis of rationalism, specialization and secularization of cognitive processes. The interpretation of the truth as a personal experience of the subject. Heidegger: freedom is the essence of truth. Positivism: truth as correspondence between scientific sentences and sensory experience of the individual. Conventionalism: truth as the product of the basic agreements on the meaning of the terms. "Critical Rationalism": scientific knowledge is hypothetical and the problem of the "final" truth has no scientific meaning. Truth as a synonym for "rational communication", a social consensus (J. Habermas).

Attempts to restore the absolute value ​​of truth. Truth as one of the highest and eternal values ​​of culture, the regulative ideal and a horizon of knowledge (neo-Kantianism of F.Brentano philosophers of Lvov-Warsaw School). Contemporary transcendentalism: the truth is determined by the framework conditions of experience formulated in the fundamental theory.
The methodological significance of the concept of truth. "Coherency" theory: truth as the coherence and consistency of knowledge. Pragmatic theory: truth as a utility. The applicability of the logical-semantic methods to the definition of the concept of "truth" (A. Tarski). Truth as the characteristic of the single propositions and as the property of theoretical systems. Truth as the basic principle of choice made between competing theories.

The concept of truth in philosophical discussions about the rational reconstruction of the history of science. Relativism in the understanding of the goals and landmarks of scientific development. Reduction of the problem of truth to the problem of the properties of sign systems. The postmodern critique of the concept of truth (J. Derrida, R. Rorty).

Truth as the norm. The problem of social and cultural conditions of the legalization of particular types of justifications of argumentation. The historical relativity of norms. The dependence of the rules on the most successful forms of knowledge acquisition. The problem of the applicability of a truth-judgements to the actions and their results beyond the limits of science. The truth of everyday experience, tradition, truth in art and in morals. Philosophical discussions about the truth in the twentieth century as a part of the search for the prospects of culture.
VIII. The problem of consciousness
Consciousness as a subject matter of epistemology. Philosophical and scientific studies of consciousness. The problem of the genesis of consciousness. Natural and biological conditions of the emergence of consciousness. Hominization. Contemporary views on the driving forces and periods of phylogenetic formation of consciousness. The ontogenesis and phylogenesis of consciousness.

The structure of consciousness. The main components of consciousness (sensory-perceptual, emotional, value-motivational, logical, volitional). Levels of consciousness (mental, reflexive-conscious, subconscious, superconscious). The phenomena of consciousness.

The problem of "I". Behavioral and functional theories of consciousness. Socio-cultural images of consciousness (alienated consciousness, false consciousness, unhappy consciousness). Conscious and unconscious. The nature of the unconscious. The main theories of the unconscious in psychology and philosophy. Individual and collective unconscious. The ontology of the unconscious.

The essence of self-consciousness. Consciousness and self-consciousness. Self-consciousness and the process of socialization of person.

The problem of idealness. Idealness of consciousness. Objective and subjective reality. The psychophysical problem. Different forms of the problem of the ideal in the history of philosophy and proposed solutions. Philosophical analysis of the category of the "ideal". The nature of symbol Types of symbolic systems. Ideal and cultural symbolism.

IX. Thought and language
Thought as an object of logic, epistemology and cognitive sciences. Psychologism and antipsychologism. Phylogeny and ontogeny of thought. Forms of thought. Verbal and non-verbal thinking. Reflection. Understanding, reason, intellect, mind. The link between consciousness and thinking.
Thinking as an activity. Forms of mental activity and their connection with practice. The problem of modeling of mental activity in modern science. Artificial Intelligence. Epistemological, social, philosophical and ethical aspects of modeling of thinking in technical systems.
Epistemological study of language. Verbal and non-verbal thinking. The role of language in cognition. A philosophical interpretation of the role of language in thinking and cognition. Language and speech. The problem of reference. Perlocution and illocution.
Language and writing. The problem of linguistic relativity: weak and strong versions.

Sign, meaning and sense. Semiotic reality. Rationality and metaphor.

Text, context and intertextuality. Narration and interpretation. Explanation and understanding. 
Understanding and pre-understanding: the hermeneutic circle.
X. Knowledge, practice and creativity
The problem of the emergence of new knowledge. Tradition and creativity. Intuition, imagination, fantasy in the process of cognition. The problem of understanding. "Hermeneutic circle". Understanding as mastering of sense. Understanding as sense-giving. Understanding as a joint enterprise of sense-giving in the process of creative communication. The system of personal meanings and creativity. Conscious, subconscious, unconscious and creativity. Humanism and creativity. Existential determinants of cognitive activity. The value of personal experience and willing creativeness in the cognitive process. The problem of formation and development of creative ability in the process of cognition. The role of practice in cognition. Practice and experience. Typology of practices, foundations and criteria. Historical forms of connection between material, technical, socio-political practices and cognitive activity. The contradictory nature of the relations between practice and knowledge. Utilitarian approaches to the essence of cognitive activity. Heuristics as a complex problem of epistemology. The unity of the logico-methodological, psychological, historical and cultural research methods of study of heuristic processes.
4. List of exam questions
1. Historical forms of rationalism.

2. Scientific rationality: criteria, limits, historical forms.

3. Debates on rationalism in the philosophy of science.

4. Subject-centricity of the classical epistemology.

5. The problem of the foundations of scientific knowledge (empiricism, rationalism, foundationalism), contemporary accounts.

6. The problem of truth in natural sciences, social sciences and humanities

7. The problem of demarcation between science and metaphysics: historical origins and contemporary sense.

8. The problem of tacit knowledge in science and social communications.

9. Mind-brain problem: contemporary accounts.

10. Organon as the unity of philosophical and scientific methodology. Dialectics in antiquity.

11. Plato’s metaphysics of “forms” as first causes, ideal paradigms and plans of things. Aristotle: metaphysics as the study of being qua being (“first philosophy”).

12. Elaboration of the basic methodological orientations in the theological debates of the Middle Ages (realism and nominalism, the problem of universals).

13. The development of scientific methodology by the scientists of 17th and 18th centuries (Descartes, Newton, Leibniz).

14. Rene Descartes “Discourse on the Method”. Contemporary sense of Cartesianism.

15. Transcendentalism of Immanuel Kant.

16. Panlogistic ontology of G.W.F. Hegel.

17. The metaphysics of all-unity in Russian religious philosophy (V. Soloviev, S. Bulgakov, P. Florensky, S. Frank).

18. The principles of Neo-Kantian epistemology. The ontology of culture (H. Rickert, E. Cassirer).

19. P. Ricœur: the problem of the “conflict of interpretations”.

20. Principles of the phenomenology of E. Husserl

21. “Picture theory” of language in the early Wittgenstein’s philosophy. Apriority of logic and the problem of “mystical”.

22. The “language-games” theory in the late Wittgenstein’s philosophy. “Skeptical paradoxes” and the “rule-following” problem.

23. Main problems of analytic philosophy (language, truth, sense, reference, reality).

24. Logic, ontology and metaphysics in the analytic tradition.

25. Hermeneutics as a method of knowing (H-.G. Gadamer, P. Ricœur, G. Shpet)

26. “Critical rationalism” (K. Popper, I. Lakatos) and the problem of the advance of scientific knowledge.

27. Ontological commitments in the language of science. W. Quine’s canonical criterion.

28. Epistemological and methodological ideas of pragmatism (C.S. Peirce, W. James, J. Dewey).

29. The application of logico-semantic methods in truth-definitions (A. Tarski). Truth as a property of sentences and truth as a property of theoretical systems.

30. Analytic and synthetic truths. W.V.O. Quine on the “two dogmas of empiricism”, “center” and “periphery” of scientific theory. 

31. Conventionalism as a methodological program (from A. Poincaré to I. Lakatos).

32. “Realism vs. instrumentalism” debate in contemporary epistemology: arguments and theories. 

33. Contemporary functionalism as a philosophical and methodological conception.

34. Constructivism in epistemology: main ideas. 

35. M. Heidegger’s project of “fundamental ontology”.

36. The problem of “rational reconstruction” of the history of science.

37. The problem of “Self” in modern philosophy and German idealism.

38. D. Hume’s “skeptical” rationalism: criticism of personal identity, the problem of causal explanation.

39. Criticism of the substantiality of “subject” by post-modern philosophers (J. Deleuze, J. Derrida, J. Baudrillard)

40. Consciousness and unconsciousness. The nature of unconsciousness. Main accounts of the unconsciousness in psychology and philosophy

41. Philosophical interpretations of the role of language in thinking and knowledge. Language and speech. The problem of indirect speech acts. Perlocution and illocution.

42. Sense and reference (G. Frege, B. Russell, L. Wittgenstein)

43. Text, context and intertextuality. Narration and interpretation.

44. The problem of understanding. “Understanding” accounts of historical explanations. 

45. Language as a semiotic system. Language and speech. Speech acts theory: main ideas.

46. The sense and reference problem in contemporary logico-philosophical debates. 

47. Principles of classical logic and philosophical grounds of their revision in non-classical logical systems. The plurality of logical systems and the problem of the unity of logic.

48. Formal and informal aspects of knowledge. Philosophical sense of “limiting” theorems on deductive and expressive abilities of formal systems. Turing test and the “Chinese room” of J. Searle.
5. Recommended literature
David Cottington, The avant-garde : a very short introduction, Oxford : Oxford Univ. Press, 2013

Alvin I. Goldman and Matthew McGrath, Epistemology : a contemporary introduction, New York [u.a.] : Oxford Univ. Press, 2015

Gilbert Harman and Ernest Lepore, A Companion to W. V. O. Quine, Hoboken : Wiley, 2013

John Heil, Philosophy of mind : a contemporary introduction, New York, NY [u.a.] : Routledge, 2013

Michael J. Loux, Metaphysics : a contemporary introduction, New York, NY: Routledge, 2010

Michael Morris, An introduction to the philosophy of language, Cambridge [u.a.] : Cambridge Univ. Press, 2007

Timothy M. Mosteller, Theories of truth : an introduction, London: Bloomsbury, 2014

Alan Nelson, A Companion to Rationalism, New York, NY : Wiley, 2012

Nicholas Rescher, Rationality : a philosophical inquiry into the nature and the rationale of reason, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1988

Alan Richardson and Thomas Uebel, The Cambridge companion to logical empiricism: Cambridge [u.a.]: Cambridge Univ. Press, 2007

6. The sample of an examination card
Examination card №1.

1. The problem of the foundations of scientific knowledge (empiricism, rationalism, foundationalism), contemporary accounts.
2. Sense and reference (G. Frege, B. Russell, L. Wittgenstein)
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