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1 Field of Application and normative references

The program of the course builds up the minimum requirements to the knowledge and skills of an PhD student and determines the content and types of classes and assessment. The program is designed for teachers of this discipline, learning assistants and students of sociology and political science PhD programs. The program is developed according to: 

(Educational Program of NRU HSE 

(University Academic Plan of NRU HSE for PhD level education, confirmed in 2016.

2 Course Goals and Objectives

This course aims to review some key works of sociological theory published in English during the second half of the twentieth century. The period of time between the publication of these works and the present allows us to have a sense of the influence these works have had on sociological theory and sociology more generally. In light of this, the material covered in this course can be taken to be seminal.  But of course they cannot be taken to be the last word on the theoretical topics which they treat. Theoretical production continued after these publications, not the least by the original authors, and this means that more refined treatments of the various theoretical perspectives at hand have been produced. Nevertheless, these are some of the works that a sociologist needs to be familiar with, if she is to be well versed in her discipline.

3 Сompetencies
The course is aimed at giving students the following skills: UК-1, ОPК-4, ОPК-5, ОPК-10, PК-1, PК-2, PК-4 
4 Course prerequisites
The course is delivered to the second year PhD students, as a part of their professional development. The course is selective.  

5  Description of course methodology and forms of assessment to be used

	Type of grading
	Type of work
	Semester
	Characteristics

	
	
	1


	

	Current control
	Home work
	+
	Writing four position papers for four self-selected authors

	Final
	Examination
	+
	80 min.


Reading assignments.

PhD students  are expected to come to each class session having read the material assigned for that session.

Writing assignments.  

In addition to reading the course materials, you must write position papers. These assignments ask you to demonstrate your knowledge of the readings and, especially, to develop your own ideas vis-à-vis the readings – hence your “position” on the readings. You are not expected to conduct research on anything other than the assigned readings, and you must not refer to publications beyond the course materials.  Note that plagiarism is a very serious offense.  Each of the position papers will be due in print at a given week’s class session, and be between two and four pages long (single-spaced, font size 12).  Each PhD student is expected to turn in at least four position papers.

Section 7. Criteria for assessing the knowledge, skills
Evaluation
The final grade will be based on the graded position papers and on class participation.  The paper grades will be assessed according to the demonstrated comprehension of the readings, the pertinence of the developed ideas regarding the readings, and the clarity of the exposition. I will not accept late position papers (save for truly extraordinary circumstances) nor arrange for make-up assignments. For determining the final grade, I will select each PhD student’s top five paper scores.  There will be grade points deduction if the PhD student turns in less than six papers.  The PhD student can therefore skip only one position paper without grade punishment.
Attendance and punctuality.  Good and punctual attendance is crucial for the well functioning of this course. I will keep an attendance and punctuality record and will punish absence and tardiness through grade point reduction and other possible ways. I reserve the right to decide later the specifics of such punishment. If the attendance of a given session is not sufficient, the session will be cancelled and rescheduled – and of course the absent PhD students will be punished by me and shamed by their classmates.

7. Course material
1. Erving Goffman. The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life.
Objectives: understand the book’s main theoretical orientation and key concepts, including (but not limited to) impression management, font/back region, discrepant roles, and team collusion.

2.  Alfred Schutz. The Phenomenology of the Social World.
Objectives: understand the book’s main theoretical orientation and key concepts, including (but not limited to) internal time consciousness, act/action, pretension, and intension.

3. Jurgen Habermas. The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere: An Inquiry into A Category of Bourgeois Society.
Objectives: understand the book’s main theoretical orientation and key concepts, including (but not limited to) public sphere, private sphere, publicity, mass society, and res publica.

4. Michel Foucault. The Foucault Effect: Studies in Governmentality.
Objectives: understand the main theoretical orientation of the readings and the key concepts therein, including (but not limited to) genealogy, archaeology, governmentality, eventualization, and conduct of conduct.

5. Harrison White. Identity and Control: A Structural Theory of Social Action.
Objectives: understand the book’s main theoretical orientation and key concepts, including (but not limited to) identities, control, disciplines, valuation ordering, interface, arena, and council.

6.  Niklas Luhmann, Pierre Bourdieu.  “Forward,” “Instead of a Preface to the English Edition: On the Concept of ‘Subject’ and ‘Action’” and “Preface to the German Edition

Objectives: understand the book’s main theoretical orientation and key concepts, including (but not limited to) system, environment, self-referentiality, temporalization of complexity, meaning dimensions, and double contingency.
Teaching and learning materials: textbooks, designed materials, Internet resources

Main texts:
Jeffries, Vincent; Gans, Herbert J.;and more  2009, Handbook of Public Sociology, Rowman & Littlefield Publishers  
Supplementary texts:
Verdes-Leroux, 2000, Deconstructing Pierre Bourdieu : Against Sociological Terrorism From the Left, Jeannine  Algora Publishing 
Required equipment

Computer or laptop, multimedia projector, text editing software
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