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1. Course description
The program of the course builds up the minimum requirements to the knowledge and skills of an PhD student and determines the content and types of classes and assessment. The program is designed for teachers of this discipline, learning assistants and students of political science PhD programs. 
The program is developed according to: 

•Educational Program «Political science»
•University Academic Plan of NRU HSE for PhD level education

2.  Course aims
The course extends the range of doctoral students’ activities related to furthering their research and academic writing. It is focused on the progress of their PhD dissertation research and the on-going problems with implementation of its design. 

The course aims at developing or enhancing the following skills: 

· amending research design of individual PhD projects of doctoral students,
· reporting progress of the research, simulating presentation at conferences,

The course is taught in English. But students who are going to write their thesis in Russian can write their papers for this course in Russian, if they wish.

3. Learning outcomes
By the end of the course the students should: 
Know: 

approaches and methodologies of political science research, with the focus on designing different types of social research 

the role of concepts, theories, hypothesis, models in political research
methods of collection and analysis of different types of data
Be able to: 

implement a research project, including writing articles and abstracts, compiling Power point presentations etc.
develop coherent and persuasive argumentation to present research results 
Gain experience in: 
analysis of the texts resulting from political research

professional communication

academic writing 

The course is aimed at giving students the following skills: UK-1, UК-2, UК-8, ОPК-1, ОPК-2

Место дисциплины в структуре образовательной программы (Course placement in the Program)
The course is delivered to the second year PhD students, as a part of their professional development. The course is mandatory. 

The course is closely tied to the following disciplines:

· Academic writing in Russian

It is designed to teach knowledge and skills necessary for designing dissertation research. 

4. Forms of assessment
	Types of assessment


	Forms of assessment


	Semester
	Options

	
	
	1
	

	Ongoing assessment
	An oral presentation in class of a draft chapter of the PhD thesis or a respective research article
	1
	· tasks in the distant module
· discussion of oral presentations and written texts

	Final assessment
	A complete chapter of the PhD thesis or a respective research article
	1
	· 8000-10000 words




5.1. criteria of assessment
Ongoing assessment is based on an oral presentation in class of a draft chapter of the PhD thesis or a respective research article, on peer reviewing of other presentations and participation in oral discussion of the presentations,
Final assessment is based on evaluation of the finalized written version a chapter of the PhD thesis or a respective research article being a key part of one’s PhD research. 

5. The content of the course.

Part 1. Methodological problems of implementing research design.
Part 2. Communicative strategies and rhetorical devices of presenting outcomes of one’s research.
Part 3. The art of writing a scholarly paper.
8. Teaching methods and tools
The course consists of discussions in the class. For the discussions in class you need to prepare an oral presentation in class of a draft chapter of the PhD thesis or a respective research article, provide oral peer reviews of other presentations and participate in oral discussions of other presentations.
9. Assessment details
Coherence and logic of an oral presentation in class of a draft chapter of the PhD thesis or a respective research article.
10. Grade determination
The final grade is calculated according to the following formula:
Gradefinal = 0,4·Graderesearch proposal and presentation + 0,3·Gradetasks to the units + 0,3·Gradecontrol test 
The course is passed if Gradefinal is above 50 per cent from the maximal sum. 

Criteria for the assessment of written works (essay, research proposal):
8-10 (Excellent)
To earn Excellent, a paper must meet all of the criteria below:

Overall academic quality of the finalized written version a chapter of the PhD thesis or a respective research article being a key part of one’s PhD research is very high. There are high chances that academic committee would approve PhD dissertation if the rest of the thesis is the same quality. There are high chances that a draft article would be accepted for publication in a leading peer-reviewed journal (Q1-2).
6-7 (Good) 
To earn Good, a paper must meet all of the criteria below:

Overall academic quality of the finalized written version a chapter of the PhD thesis or a respective research article being a key part of one’s PhD research is good. There are reasonable chances that academic committee would approve PhD dissertation if the rest of the thesis is the same quality. There are reasonable chances that a draft article would be accepted for publication in a peer-reviewed journal (Q3 level).

4-5 (Satisfactory)
To earn Satisfactory, a paper must meet all of the criteria below:

Overall academic quality of the finalized written version a chapter of the PhD thesis or a respective research article being a key part of one’s PhD research is decent. There are some chances that academic committee may approve PhD dissertation if the rest of the thesis is the same quality. There are narrow chances that a draft article would be accepted for publication in a peer-reviewed journal (Q3 level).

1-3 (Failing)
To earn Failing, a paper will exhibit one or more of the weaknesses below:

Overall academic quality of the finalized written version a chapter of the PhD thesis or a respective research article being a key part of one’s PhD research is poor. There are reasonable chances that academic committee would not approve PhD dissertation if the rest of the thesis is the same quality. There are reasonable chances that a draft article would not be accepted for publication in an academic journal. 
11. Teaching and learning materials: textbooks, designed materials, Internet resources
Required (mandatory) reading

Gel'man V. Political science in Russia: Scholarship without research? //European political science. – 2015. – Vol. 14. – pp. 28-36.
Hesse-Biber S. N., Johnson R. B. (ed.). The Oxford handbook of multimethod and mixed methods research inquiry. – Oxford University Press, 2015.

Optional literature

Мангейм Дж. Б., Рич Р. К. Политология. Методы исследования: Пер. с англ. / Предисл. А.К. Соколова. – М.: Весь Мир, 1999.
Ядов В.А. Современная теоретическая социология как концептуальная база для исследования российских трансформаций. – СПб.: Интерсоцис, 2009.

Recommended reading

Approaches and Methodologies in the Social Sciences: A Pluralist Perspective / ed. by Donatella della Porta and Michael Keating. – Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008. 
Creswell J. W., Creswell J. D. Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches. – Sage publications, 2017.
Creswell, John W. Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches. – London: Sage, 2014.
Bechhofer F., Paterson L. Principles of Research Design in the Social Sciences. London etc.: Routledge, 2000.
Blaikie N. Designing Social Research. – 2nd ed. – Cambridge: Polity Press, 2010. 
Hancké B. Intelligent Research Design: A Guide for Beginning Researchers in the Social Sciences. Cambridge, MA: Oxford University Press, 2009.
Vogt W.P., et al. When to Use What Research Design. New York: Guilford Press, 2012.
12. Required equipment
Computer or laptop, multimedia projector, text editing software.
5

[image: image1.jpg][image: image2][image: image3.png]


