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1 Scope and regulatory references
The program of the course builds up the minimum requirements to the knowledge and skills of an PhD student and determines the content and types of classes and assessment. The program is designed for teachers of this discipline, learning assistants and students of political science PhD programs. 

The program is developed according to: 

•Educational Program «Political science»

•University Academic Plan of NRU HSE for PhD level education

2. Objectives to master the discipline

            The objectives of mastering the discipline are for graduate students to gain a deep understanding of current trends in the methodology of studying international relations.
Acquaintance with the course "The most important trends in the study of international relations" will allow the graduate student to have an idea of the main methods and approaches in the study of international topics that take into account the evolution dynamics of the system of international relations and the recent achievements of the theory of international relations.  

3. Competences of the student, formed as a result of mastering the discipline

As a result of mastering the discipline, the graduate student must:

Know: 

the basis of the methodology of the study of international relations, including modern trends, the specific features of the methodological approaches used to study international issues; 

Be able to:

use the knowledge of basic methods and methodological approaches to form unique research methods of international relations, carry out the selection of adequate methods to achieve the objectives of the study, prove the need to use a set of self-developed methods;   

Have skills (gain experience): analysis of modern research methods of international research subjects, attracting methods from related scientific disciplines. 

As a result of studying the discipline, the student masters the following competencies: UK-1, UК-3, ОPК-2
4. Position of discipline in the structure of the educational program

 This discipline belongs to the cycle of elective disciplines that provide training for a teacher of research in the direction of 41.06.01 Political science and regional studies.

To master the discipline, students must have historical knowledge in the scope of the adaptation course.

The study of this discipline is based on the following disciplines.:

- The latest trends and directions of political science;

- Modern research paradigms in the scientific literature;

- Qualitative research methods in political science.  
5. Forms of student knowledge control

	Type of control
	form of control
	2 year
	Options **

	
	
	1
	2
	
	
	

	Medium
	Essay
	*
	
	
	
	5,0 thousands marks
Qэ = 0,5

	Final
	Colloquium
	
	
	
	
	Qк=0,5

	Final grade (aggregate)
	
	
	
	
	
	Qи = Qэ+Qк


6.1. Criteria for assessing knowledge and skills

6.1.1. A graduate student is obliged to prepare a scientific message / essay, including a presentation for the colloquium. Score is set on a 10-point scale.

6.1.2. Assessment at a colloquium in the form of an interview on the topics of lectures. Score is set on a 10-point scale.

6.1.3. The final (cumulative) grade is established in the sum of the mark for the essay and mark for the colloquium. Score is set on a 10-point scale.
6. Content of the discipline

1. Fundamentals of the study of international relations

International relations as an object of study of political science. The range of concepts of international relations, their interdisciplinary nature. The problem of diversity and incompatibility of the main theories of international relations. Western philosophical and methodological theoretical directions in the study of international relations (paradigm). The problem of the lack of a universal theoretical and methodological basis of international relations.

The reasons for the growth of influence in the 1990s are idealistic approaches to the analysis of international relations (constructivism). The main theories of constructivism and of value in the formation of modern knowledge of the system of international relations. The development of constructivism at the beginning of the XXI century and its connection with classical realism. The influence of social constructivism on the analysis of international relations.

The concept of "methodology". The structure of the methodology. The role of general scientific methods in the study of international relations.  

2. The use of regulatory analysis in the study of international relations

Attraction of historical and applied methods as an integral part of the study of international relations. Objective limitations of historical and applied (actual) analysis. The problem of using professional and life experience in research into international relations as a basis for empirical analysis. Principles and criteria for the distinction between theoretical and applied studies of international relations.

Empirical (theoretical) analysis is the use of the most general and objective criteria in the study of international relations. Regulatory analysis - the study of subjective goals, values, norms used in the international arena and research is the basis of scientific research. The combination and synthesis of empirical analysis and regulatory analysis for a realistic description of the main trends and processes in international relations. Expansion of the front of scientific research of foreign policy and international relations at the end of the 20th - beginning of the 21st century

The development of regulatory analysis at the end of XX - early XXI century. Typology of regulatory analysis. Expert study of international relations. Typology of international experts. The impact of expert analysis on political decision-making in the international arena. Expansion and structuring of an expert community on international topics. 

3. Using the logical-intuitive method and modeling in the analysis of international relations 

Basic approaches and methods for understanding the international environment and major trends in the international arena. Logical-intuitive method and its applicability in the study of modern international relations. Methodical "chain": intuition - insight - foresight. The role of logic in the logical-intuitive method. The intuitive-reflexive approach, as part of the logical-intuitive method. Estimated paradigm approach. Analytical approach - professional knowledge of experts in combination with the use of objective indicators. The combination of the main approaches and methods in the preparation and verification of forecasts of the development of situations, trends and processes in the international arena.

Proactive research strategies in international relations. Model study on international issues. Typology of models of analysis of international relations. Goals and objectives of the formation of a model for the study of international relations. Objects of modeling on an international theme. Information and analytical techniques in the field of research of international relations. Formation of a model of international problems. Situational model. Analysis of international processes in the model format. 

4. A systematic approach to the study of modern international relations

The concept of "system" and its evolution at the end of the XX-beginning of the XXI century. The evolution of the system approach to international issues. The role of structural functionalism in the study of international relations. The current level of development of the general theory of systems. Classification of systems in international relations. Using a three-tier approach (system composition, internal and external structures) in the analysis of international relations. The role of the backbone element (factor) in the system of international relations. The role of communications / relations in the system of international relations.

Evaluation of the political component of the system of international relations in modern research.

Methods of studying the modern system of international relations. Changes in the internal structure of the system of international relations, the growing influence of the world economy on the system of international relations.

Methodology for studying the impact of globalization and integration processes on the system of international relations. 

5. Methodological problems of studying international relations

Classification of problems of modern concepts of international relations from the point of view of political science:

1. Analysis of the interaction of state and non-state, national and transnational subject of international relations;

2. Studies of international relations from the standpoint of liberal theories;

3. Analysis of the interrelation of international relations with internal political processes, including political struggle for political and geopolitical orientation (choice), political destabilization and revolution, etc .;

4. Assessment of the role of foreign policy traditions, values ​​and practices in modern international relations;

5. Studies of the role of international law in the modern system of international relations;

6. Study of the role of the world economy in the development of the system of international relations;

7. Analysis of international conflicts as an aggregate and the result of political resonance of internal political, economic and external factors;

8. Assessment of the distribution of the influence of countries on international relations and the determination of the balance of power in the international arena.

Problems of developing a methodology for researching existing structures and systems of international relations, international political organizations, maintaining stability of international security and interstate relations. Methods the formation of cost-benefit models from the interaction of various subjects of international relations. Influence of methodological problems of research on the development of the theory of international relations. 

6. Basics of economic analysis of international relations

Growing attention to economic methods of analysis in the science of international relations since the late 20th century. Interdisciplinary research using the methodology of economics. The attractiveness of using economic analysis methods is the use of economic statistics, the formalization of conclusions, economic modeling.

Renaissance political economy of international relations. Politicization of macroeconomics, the impact of macroeconomic analysis on the study of the system of international relations. The problem of including in studies of international relations an analysis of the evolution and regulation of the international monetary and financial system, international trade and trade blocs, the formation of new centers of economic development in the world, economic integration, world economic crises, etc..
The problem of determining the compatibility and interconnectedness of economic theory and the theory of international relations.
The formation of international political economy, as a separate scientific direction in international relations. The subject of the study of modern international political economy. The problem of determining the system of relations between politics and economics in the framework of international political economy.

The question of economic and political interaction of countries in the international arena, as the basis of political and economic analysis. Study of the political aspects of economic interests of the subjects of the system of international relations. 

7. Main methodological trends in foreign policy research 

The problem of determining national needs and interests in modern conditions. The applicability of the concept of national interest H. Morgentau to modern research on international issues. Methodical approaches to the study of the contradictions between state and public foreign policy interests, including under authoritarian political regimes.

Changes in the structure of the institutional mechanism for the formation of the state’s foreign policy, the growing influence of the expert community and public organizations on the process of forming foreign policy. 
The problems of studying the influence of the dominant or state ideology on the foreign policy course. Modern variants of foreign policy ideologization. Methodical approaches to studying the growth of foreign policy militarization.

The evolution of methodological approaches to material, informational and organizational resources. The growing importance of natural resources in the system of international relations. Information potential and its use in foreign policy. Scientific and ideological influence on the world stage. 

The growing influence of the organizational factor / resource on the position of the state in the international arena.   
Methods of analysis of foreign policy goals. The evolution of the formation of state objectives in the external arena and their ideological justification. Methods for determining false, unattainable goals and identifying internal and external causes of their formation. The problem of predicting a change in geopolitical orientation.

The evolution of foreign policy principles in the modern system of international relations. Methods of analysis of foreign policy ideology and foreign policy strategies.
Modern methods of studying the foreign policy situation. Methodology of the analysis of foreign policy situations. Analysis of confrontational situations, blocs and coalitions.

Modern interpretations of the methods of studying international conflicts. Analysis of foreign policy contradictions at the regional and global levels. The specifics of assessments of international mediation and sponsorship of peace initiatives. The specifics of the study of the phenomenon of historical foreign policy. 

8. Research methods of the impact of internal political processes on foreign policy of the state

The reasons for the dominance in modern studies on international relations of supranational themes, problems of foreign policy of individual states and mutual relations of sovereign states in the international arena, the role of external influence on the positions of states on various international issues. 

Methods for studying the influence of internal political and internal economic factors on the foreign policy of individual states and foreign economic policy. Interpretation of methods for analyzing the internal political potential of political regimes. Methods of research on the evolution of foreign policy courses authoritarian regimes. 

The impact of socio-political conflicts on the change in foreign policy. Evaluation of the effectiveness of external influence and the impact on the escalation of the political struggle and the creation of the foundations of a change in foreign policy orientation. The problem of analyzing the international context of one hundred political coups and "color revolutions". 

9. Methods for studying the influence of international processes on the formation and activities of political elites

Modern approaches to assessing the influence of political elites on the formation of a foreign policy course. Non-institutionalism and the theory of political elites. The applicability of the structural method to the study of elites. The specifics of the analysis of the political potential of political leaders. The place and role of behavioral analysis in the study of the political class. Comparison of foreign policy priorities of individual parts of the political elite. The influence of foreign policy positions of the state (international prestige) and political regimes on the formation and evolution of political elites. Monitoring the political and ideological development of the political elite, as an indicator of the stability of foreign policy. Analysis of the influence of the international environment, including the resource one, on the formation of the political elite. The problem of international legitimacy of the political elite. The evolution of political evaluations of elites in the context of international relations, the position of the state in the international arena. 

10. Methods of research of information wars in international relations

Expansion of the information and communication component of modern international relations. The phenomenon of globalization of information flows and the formation of the global information market. Information wars and their use in international conflicts. The interdisciplinary nature of the study of the phenomenon of information wars. The evolution of the role of the information resource in the formation of foreign policy at the beginning of the XXI century. 

Formation of specialized techniques for the study of information wars. Typology of information wars. Asymmetry of modern information wars. Fight for the sphere of information influence. The method of analysis of information invasion of media space of sovereign states. World information and communication centers and methods of their study. 

7.1 Methodical recommendations to the teacher

Discipline is read in a small format group. Presentations are used on a limited scale. The texts of dissertation research are actively involved. 

7.2 Methodical instructions for students
7.3 Evaluation tools for assessing the quality of discipline during ongoing monitoring

Graduate students are preparing an essay on the topic of their dissertation research (methodological background of the research). 

7.4 Examples of tasks for intermediate certification

Essay (methodical section of the project dissertation research)

8 The procedure for the formation of marks for the discipline 

The teacher assesses the work of graduate students for essays and work at a colloquium. Estimates for the teacher puts in the work sheet. Score on a 10-point scale for the essay is determined before the final control – Qэ 

The teacher assesses the work of a graduate student at a colloquium. Estimates for the work of a graduate student at a colloquium, the teacher puts in the working list. Score on a 10-point scale - Qк.

Cumulative assessment of the discipline is calculated by the formula:

Qн= Qэ + Qк
The final (final) grade for the academic discipline is put up to the diploma.

Qн=Qи
10. Educational, methodical and informational support of the discipline

            10.1. Obligatiry literature
1. Современные международные отношения и мировая политика. / Под ред. А.В. Торкунова. М.: РОССПЭН, 2004. 
2. Цыганков П.А. Теория международных отношений. М.: Гардарики, 2002. 
3. Бергер П. Многоликая глобализация: Пер. с англ. / П.Бергер, С.Хантингтон. – М., 2004  

10.2. Additional literature
1. Ахременко  А.С. Политический анализ и прогнозирование. М.: Гардарики, 2006. 
 2.   Хрусталев М.А. Анализ международных ситуаций и политическая экспертиза. 

    М.: НОФМО, 2015. 
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           10.4. Software

Not.

           10.5. Remote discipline support

            LMS system
11. Material and technical support of the discipline.

                   For classes, a projector and laptop are used.

2

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


